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SICO Sponsors Fourth Annual Middle East Asset Management
Forum

SICO’s Head of Fixed Income Asset Management, will join regional and international experts from
prominent regional and international organizations on a panel to discuss the outlook on Fixed
Income with a particular focus on Sukuk

SICO BSC (c), a leading regional asset manager, broker and investment bank (licensed as a
conventional wholesale bank by the Central Bank of Bahrain “CBB”), is sponsoring the fourth
annual Middle East Asset Management Forum today at the Gulf Hotel — Bahrain. The prestigious
industry event hosted by the Euromoney-affiliated, Global Investor Group, in cooperation with
Central Bank of Bahrain (CBB), brings together some of the region’s top leaders in finance to
explore recent trends and discuss key issues in asset management against an ever-evolving
backdrop of regulatory frameworks.

SICO’s Head of Fixed Income Asset Management, Ali Marshad, will participate in a high-level
panel discussion on the 2019 Fixed Income Outlook focusing on Sukuk with regional peers from
Fitch Ratings, S&P Global Ratings, Marmore MENA Intelligence and Gulf Investment Corporation.

The panel will look into important trends impacting the Sukuk market such as the recent increase in
demand on the part of regional corporates who are increasingly turning to Sukuk as means of
diversify their sources of funding. Panelists will also be asked to give their viewpoint on what’s next
for the GCC Sukuk market as the year unfolds and U.S. interest rates remain on hold. They will
also look into ways in which they can persuade issuers to opt for Sukuk, rather than conventional
bonds.

Commenting on the event, Marshad said, “With average yields on GCC bonds and Sukuk having
fallen since the start of the year to their lowest levels since 2017, | think more and more issuers will
see an opportunity to lock in lower rates on long-term borrowing. We have already seen this with
Saudi Aramco recently and the trend is likely to continue,” said Marshad. “I look forward to sharing
insights and patrticipating in meaningful discussions on the impact of global trends on the Sukuk
market with such a diversified group of professionals from the region at the Forum.”

With more than USD 2 billion in AUMs , SICO Asset Management has an unparalleled team of
highly-experienced asset managers with one of the longest track records in the market who
continue to outperform regional benchmarks across equity, fixed income, and real estate asset
classes in GCC and MENA markets. SICO’s top-performing SICO Kingdom Equity Fund and SICO
Fixed Income Fund both closed 2018 as the top performing funds in their respective asset classes.

-Ends-
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About SICO

SICO is a leading regional asset manager, broker, and investment bank, with more than USD 2 bn in assets under
management (AUM). Today SICO operates under a wholesale banking licence from the Central Bank of Bahrain and also
oversees two wholly owned subsidiaries: an Abu Dhabi-based brokerage firm, SICO Financial Brokerage and a specialised
regional custody house, SICO Fund Services Company (SFS). Headquartered in the Kingdom of Bahrain with a growing
regional and international presence, SICO has a well-established track record as a trusted regional bank offering a
comprehensive suite of financial solutions, including asset management, brokerage, investment banking, and market
making, backed by a robust and experienced research team that provides regional insight and analysis of more than 90
percent of the region’s major equities. Since inception in 1995, SICO has consistently outperformed the market and
developed a solid base of institutional clients. Going forward, the bank’s continued growth will be guided by its commitments
to strong corporate governance and developing trusting relationships with its clients. The bank will also continue to invest
in its information technology capabilities and the human capital of its 100 exceptional employees.

Media Contact:

Ms. Nadeen Oweis

Head of Corporate Communications, SICO
Direct Tel: (+973) 1751 5017

Email: noweis@sicobank.com
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